The Coalition of Immokalee
Workers addresses a rally across
the street from The Florida Fruit
and Vegetable Association in
Orlando in 2000. The rally ended
a15-day march from Fort Myers
to Orlando to protest wages
tomato pickers receive. The
replica of the Statue of Liberty
holds a basket of tomatoes.

Lucas Benitez, of the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers.

Immokalee resident Veronica This is how Diplomatic Tactical
Ramirez holds her son, Itzael Services represents itself on its
Ramirez Benitez, outside a Fort Web site.

Myers Burger King during a 2007
protest by the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers.

Diplomatic Tactical Services is
really based at this home in
suburban Pembroke Pines.

Arriving at the settlement

For the past 15 years, a small Immokalee-based nonprofit has been chipping away at inequities
that date to the New Deal, when farmworkers were left out of federal protections for other
workers. From colorful, high-energy protests to delicately clandestine slavery investigations,

the nonprofit Coalition of Immokalee Workers has worked to make life better for the 10,000
or so immigrants who pick Florida’s huge tomato crop.

1993: A handful of
Immokalee farmworkers
that will eventually
become the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers
begin meetingina
borrowed church room.

1997 Miguel Flores and Sebastian Gomez are
sentenced to 15 years each in federal prison on
slavery, extortion, and firearms charges, for
holding 400 men and women in Florida and South
Carolina to harvest vegetables and citrus. Those
who tried to flee were beaten, pistol-whipped or
shot. The case was brought to federal authorities
after five years of investigation by escaped
workers and coalition members, which has
assisted with many subsequent investigations in
Florida.

1998: The Coalition
of Immokalee Workers
calls three general
strikes and amonth long
hunger strike by six
members, winning
raises of up to 25
percent for some
workers.
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1999: Immokalee
farm labor contractor
Abel Cuello pleads guilty
to buying smuggled
workers from Mexico
and holding them
captive. He's sentenced
to 33 months in federal
prison.
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2001 The coalition
calls for a national
boycott of Taco Bell with
the goal of getting the
fast-food company to
pay tomato pickers a
penny more per pound.

2003: The New
Yorker published
“NOBODIES: Does
slavery exist in
America?” which writer
John Bowe later
expanded into a critically
acclaimed book.

2004: Rramiroand
Juan Ramos are
sentenced to 15 years
each in federal prison on
slavery and firearms
charges. The men kept
some 700 farmworkers
in Florida and North
Carolina, threatened
workers with death if
they tried to leave.

2005: TacoBell
agrees to the increase;
pressure on McDonald's
intensifies.
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2007: McDonald's
also agrees to the
increase.

January 2008: A federal grand jury indicts Cesar
and Geovanni Navarrete on slavery charges in what
assistant U.S. attorney Doug Molloy, of Fort Myers, calls
one of the biggest slavery cases the region has ever seen.
The indictment alleges that Inmokalee tomato pickers
were locked into boxes and trucks, tied up and beaten if
they tried to escape.

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders I-Vt, visits the Coalition of
Immokalee Workers and says what he finds is “appalling,”
then calls for Senate hearings on farm conditions.

Inone of the largest slavery prosecutions Southwest Florida
has ever seen, authorities arrested six suspects and charged
them with conspiracy, holding workers iR involuntary
servitude and peonage.
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March 2008: The coalition begins a
petition drive asking Burger King to raise tomato
pickers' wages and establish a strong code of
conduct, as Yum! and McDonald's did. At the
same time, anti-coalition posts proliferate on the
Internet and an unlicensed private investigator
posing as a student activist infiltrates the Student
Farmworker Alliance, a key coalition ally. The
News-Press gets an e-mail vilifying the coalition
and traces it to Burger King’s Miami
headquarters.

April 2008: The
U.S. Senate’s Health,
Education, Labor, and
Pensions committee
holds a hearing on
Florida tomato workers’
conditions. The daughter
of Burger King's vice-
president Stephen
Grover confirms that her
father made online
postings vilifying the
coalition, which delivers
some 80,000 petition
signatures to the
company April 28.

I—| |

May 2008: Burger King investigates the spying and
hostile posts, then fires Grover and media relations
executive Keva Silversmith. Writing in The New York
Times, Eric Schlosser reports that BK CEO John Chidsey
knew about the spying, which the company later denies.
On May 23, Burger King signs the agreement with the
coalition and agrees to pay 1.5 cents more per pound in
order to encourage grower participation. CEO Chidsey
says in a statement: “We apologize for any negative
statements about the CIW or its motives previously
attributed to BKC or its employees and now realize ghat
those statements were wrong. Today we turn a nevildage
in our relationship and begin a new chapter of real
progress for Florida farmworkers.”

1
June 2008: The
coalition releases a letter
signed by 36 legal, labor
and social scholars to
the Denver-based
Chipotle restaurants
urging it to join Yum!,
McDonald’s and Burger
King.
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